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This research examines the ways in which parenting processes vary by aspects of the 
neighborhoods in which families are embedded and whether neighborhood context 
moderates the relationship between parenting and adolescent risk behavior. Using data 
from Add Health we measure parenting behaviors that include parental control and 
parental involvement, and the quantity and quality of parent-child relations. Neighborhood 
contexts are characterized by degrees of social support, social cohesion, collective efficacy, 
intergenerational closure, and parental community involvement, as well as by their 
structural conditions. We examine four domains of health-risk behavior: substance use, 
delinquency, violence, and sexual activity. Parenting behaviors differ according to the social 
and economic context of neighborhoods and we find important conditioning effects of 
neighborhood context. For example, parental control is more effective in protecting youth 
from engaging in health-risk behavior in neighborhoods characterized by low social 
cohesion and low parental involvement in the community. 
 
 


